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Welcome From Your District Directors
Richard & Vicki Austin
Arkansas District Directors

It sure has been hot this month and it seems like it will stay hot for a while. We rode to
chapter E meeting. At the meeting we had some good fellowship. If you get a chance
you need to attend one of their meetings. After the meeting we rode with some of the
members to Perryville to a place called Mustang Sally’s restaurant. They have some
good ice cream. The banana split looks really delicious. Vicki and I had strawberry malt.
It was very good.
Speaking of attending different chapters meetings. Please try to go to as many different
chapters meeting as you are able. Get to know the other members and have as much
fun as you can.
Chapter B rally will be on September 10th at Lake Fort Smith State Park. Chapter D rally
will be on Oct. 1st . at Lake Frierson state park. Please try to attend these rallies as they
are some of the best rallies in the state. In the past these rally’s always have some FUN
games and some good food. On October the 8th is the district Picnic at Burns Park.
This is where we will have a chili cook off. Any of the chapters that want to enter the
cook off please bring a pot of chili. If you don’t want to enter you can still bring a pot of
chili. The district will have the Hot Dogs and fixing. We will have some chapter games
to see who will take home the district trophy. There will be 50/50 and there will be 5
$100 gift cards for Honda of Russellville among other prizes.
Ride Safe and Ride Often

Richard & Vicki Austin
Arkansas District Director
10399 Farris Avenue
Sherwood, AR 72120-2452
director@argwrra.org
(501) 831-2461
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GWRRA region H Arkansas District Team
District Directors
Richard & Vicki Austin
10399 Farris Avenue
Sherwood, AR 72120
director@argwwra.org
(501) 831-2461

District Educator
Arrel Carter (Buster)
6901 Donna Street
Jacksonville, AR 72076
educator@argwrra.org
479) 968-5179

District Treasurer
Becky & Rick Farmer
3410 Browning Road
Benton, AR 72019
treasurer@argwrra.org
(501) 249-9900
District Web-Masters
Bill & Belinda Shryock
5110 North Detonti Road
Bauxite, AR 72011
webmaster@argwrra.org
(501)940-1933
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Arrel Carter (Buster)
Arkansas District Educator

.

The Heat is ON!!!
What is safe riding gear for summer riding???
On many occasions other Riders/Co Riders will ask “What is considered safe riding
gear, especially in this heat”? Well it is all in how a person wants to interpret safety
literature and how safe you really want to be. To be honest it is a personal choice. It
depends on how protected YOU want to be. I have seen many riding around here with
shorts, tank top, no helmet and flip flops which some think is good riding attire.
GWRRA considers a Rider/Co Rider to be a safe rider if they are wearing a DOT
approved Helmet, Long Sleeve Shirt, Long Pants, Full Finger Gloves and Boots that
provide protection above the ankles. At a minimum the above is considered to be
protected. Is this protection as good as Ballistic Body Armor? No, however one has to
weigh a number of factors. In this article we will focus on weather. Right now the
weather in Arkansas is extremely hot especially for older, out of shape riders (Speaking
about myself). Just wearing the basic safety gear the rider/co rider can get very hot.
The heat is not bad if you are moving all the time and you are in rural areas where there
is not much asphalt or concrete radiating heat. The problem is when you get on large
interstates or get caught in traffic. Those that live between Little Rock and Hot Springs
should know all about sitting in traffic. Now, if you are wearing summer weight mesh
body armor you will burn up getting caught in traffic. You will be more protected
however; but you will have more issues with heat exhaustion and/or possible Heat
Stroke. The rider/co rider must evaluate the situation and choose based on their needs
and weather plays an important part in these decisions. Regardless of your protection
level in this heat you need to take frequent breaks, cool off, stay hydrated and use
common sense.
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Arrel Carter (Buster)
Arkansas District Educator

There are some items out there that can also help keep you cool. Neck Coolers,
cooling vests, etc. are but a couple items that help keep you cooler on your
summer rides. At a minimum wear a long sleeve wicking shirt, helmet, full finger
gloves and boots for protection. You may also want to remember to wear
sunscreen as well. Your Chapter Educators and I ARE NOT the Protective Gear
Police and are not there to judge or brow beat you into riding with full protection,
our role is simply to offer advice on what is good safety practices and provide
education to enhance your safety. GWRRA also has the Levels Program in which
the goal is to have riders/co riders choose to wear safety gear, take Rider
Education classes, and learn First Aid/CPR to be a more prepared in the event of
an accident. You must make choices based on the circumstances at hand. If you
would like more information about the Levels Program or have any other
questions please feel free to contact your Chapter Educator or myself. Here is a
link to what GWRRA and MSF considers proper riding attire. http://msfusa.org/downloads/Protective_gear_REV.pdf
Ride Smart, Ride Safe, Ride Protected

Arrel E. Carter III (Buster)
Arkansas District Educator
H-AR-DE
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District Couple of the Year
Louis & Pam Wofford

So, we turned our backs and suddenly Summer arrived. After waiting weeks for the
rainy season to end, so we could get out and hit some back roads, now it's hotter than
blazes.
Last weekend a small group of us met and rode to the Five Star Diner in Muldrow, OK
for breakfast. This is a nice little place with retro artwork on the walls and wellexecuted "American" food on the menu. After an hour or so of eating and visiting,
most of the gang headed back home to the a/c, but a couple of us wanted to ride, so we
saddled up and went on over to Sallisaw, OK, then up Highway 59 to Hwy 412, back
east to Siloam Springs, then stopped at Fayetteville's Drake Airfield to check out
"Airport Day" at the museum there.
If you like old airplanes and have never visited the Air & Military Museum at Drake
Field, you owe it to yourself to stop in some time. They have an impressive collection
of aircraft on display, in very nice condition, with narrative signage that offers some of
the history of each machine.
They also have bottled water. We consumed several bottles of water while we were
there. That is important when riding in the heat. We spent a couple of hours at the
airport, looking over the exhibits and getting to know fellow 'Wingers Mike Jones and
Pam Taylor, who have been long time members of Chapter F but have been out of
circulation in recent years. We are glad they are active again and hope to have them
with us for more rides in the future.
Once the Sun began to hang at an angle in the sky, we headed back south on Highway
71, past flowing creeks, bluffs, hills, valleys and scenic overlooks. It is such a joy to
ride this old highway nowadays and it's hard to believe that little more than a decade
ago it was the primary corridor between the River Valley and Northwest Arkansas. All
of the traffic that now travels Hwy 49 used to compete for space on this old two-lane
highway. It was scary and dangerous back then. Now it is laid back and relaxing except for the tar snakes just north of Mountainburg. Look out for those if you are
riding on a hot afternoon!
It was a nice Saturday for us.
August 2016

GWRRA Region H Arkansas District

6

Now we're focusing on our upcoming ride to Billings, MT for Wing Ding '16.
This will be a big deal for Pam and I. To date, the longest ride we have made has
been to Dallas and back. Our Montana adventure will involve 14 straight days of
riding, sightseeing and sleeping in hotels. I suspect it will either make us or break
us as bikers. We have been warned that we will encounter every kind of weather at
some point during this trip, especially when we get into the Rocky Mountains.

Anyone else who is contemplating this journey should seek advice from the
experiences of those who have done it before and try to anticipate what is in store
for you. I hope we all return with tales of adventure and conquest to share. And
pictures. Lots of pictures.
District Couple of the Year
Louis & Pam Wofford
14412 Hay Road
Fort Smith, AR 72916-8260
coy@argwrra.org
(479) 883-2621
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AR District Membership
Enhancement Coordinators
Tim & Cyrilee Billings

Membership Enhancement is probably more easily spelled "f u n", since that is one of the
key ingredients to ensuring our members are fully participating in chapter life. The
problem with 'fun' in July, in Arkansas, is that the outside temperatures are generally set to
a combination of "top rack of your oven set to broil" and "a runaway sauna"....it's HOT and
MUGGY.
Our challenge then is to figure out a way to combine riding our Wings with activities that
take us to places with more temperate temperatures and more humble humidity. It's
certainly bad enough for those of us that live in parts of the state with lots of roads
winding through the hills that are covered with trees. For those who live in the parts of the
state that are hill and/or tree challenged, being outdoors can be extremely dangerous if not
properly managed.
Fortunately, Arkansas and some of the surrounding states have quite a few options for
finding some relief. Arkansas is home to some pretty spectacular caves, streams, rivers,
and lakes. We also have quite a few movies theaters, ice cream parlors, museums, and
other entertainment attractions which are indoors and air conditioned.
July and August are the times of year we should think about planning short rides to tour
one of the cave systems scattered throughout the state or just north of us in Springfield,
MO (a cave there lets you ride through in a jeep pulled trailer, no walking necessary).
Picnics to state parks located near rivers, streams, or lakes can provide a way to escape
some of the heat. Rides to movie theaters can provide a couple of hours of a/c between the
warmer parts of being on the Wing. And there is always the long standing tradition of
fueling up Wing riders on ice cream, those places usually provide a cooling two-fer...a/c for
your outside, ice cream for your inside.
Chapter rides and activities don't have to come to a complete standstill in the summer
heat, but they do need to take into account the reality of our weather. Help keep each other
safe through these hot months so we can all get to the autumn rides with cooler
temperatures and spectacularly colored vistas.
Ride lots, ride safe...
Tim & Cyrilee Billings
16512 Malico Mountain Road
West Fork, AR 72774-9784
med_coordinator@argwrra.org
(479) 420-8534
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Arkansas GWRRA Chapters
Looking for a GWRRA Chapter? Arkansas has one for you!!! You are
always welcome to visit or make a home at any chapter.
Chapter B – Springdale
Web: www.nwagoldwing.com
Contact: Larry & Martha Stewart
(479) 790-4936
larrystewart55@gmail.com
Meet: 2nd Saturday
Eat @ 9:00 AM and Meeting @ 10:00 AM
Golden Corral Restaurant in Rogers, AR
From I-540 (N or S), exit #81 (Pleasant Grove Rd.)

Chapter D – Jonesboro
Contact: Keith & Jo Cooper
(870) 236-8168
keithcooper@sbcglobal.net
Meet: 1st Saturday
Eat @ 9:00 AM and Meeting @ 10:00 AM
@ Barnhill's Buffet
1111 S. Caraway Road Jonesboro, AR

Chapter F - Fort Smith
Web: : http://www.gwrrafortsmith.com/
Contact: : Bruce & Rene Armentrout
(479) 414-1089
director@gwrrafortsmith.com
Meet: 1st Monday
Eat @ 6:00 P.M Meet @ 7:00 P.M
Western Sizzlin,
1801 S. Waldron Ave., Fort Smith, AR

Chapter C – Cabot
Web: www.gwrra-ar-c.org
Contact: Richard & Vicki Austin
((501) 831-2461
(501) 831-0895
ra.austin@sbcglobal.net
Meet: 1st Saturday
Eat @ 5:00 PM and Meeting @ 9:00 PM
Grandpa’s Bar-B-Que, 1802 South Pine
Street/Hwy 89, in Cabot
Chapter E – Hot Springs
Web: eaglewingschaptere.org
Contact: Daniel & Angie Drennon
ramcharger51@msn.com
Meet: 3rd Saturday
Eat @ 9:00 AM and Meeting @ 10:00 AM
Chef Johnna’s Place Café & Catering
4409 Hwy 7 N, Hot Springs Villiage,
Hot Springs, AR

Chapter L – Conway
Web: www.chapter-l.argwrra.org

Contact: Richard & Vicki Austin
(501) 831-2461
director@argwrra.org

Chapter K - Benton/Bryant
Web: www.thekingskeep.org
Contact: Roy & Georgia Dellinger
(501) 944-4705
director@thekingskeep.org
Meet: 4th Saturday
Eat @ 3:00 PM and Meeting @ 4:00 PM
@ Western Sizzlin Benton, AR
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Directors Corner
Jim and Reba Berry

Wing Ding is almost here and you need to know Reba and I are extremely jealous!
We have heard all these great plans for rides to and from Billings and due to the old
“JOB”, we will be unable to travel via the old Goldwing. Here is what we need for
you to do for us: Take pictures. Lots and lots of pictures of the ride to Wing Ding
and the ride home. Take pictures at the rally of the things that impress you or you
enjoyed the most. Later, we will ask you to email us about 10 of your best shots
which we will compile into a video to be shown at our next Region Rally in Marshall.
We know we have some great shutter bugs out there.
While at Wing Ding, please help us out by volunteering to help with the bike show.
There will be an organizational meeting on Wednesday afternoon. Check the event
schedule for details. Don’t forget to wear your hi-vis green/yellow to support
Carolyn and Steve Cotton in the Couple of the Year selection on Tuesday morning.
Be there to support our Region Talent entries in the “GWRRA Has Talent” evening
entertainment. We will be represented by the KS District Team in their special
rendition of “Home on the Range” and by Alvalin and Jim Woodul signing “God
Bless the USA”. This is an especially appropriate song in that Thursday is patriotic
day at Wing Ding. Rodd Polk is working hard on the Crash Scene. If you are going
to be there Wednesday and on your Goldwing, we ask you to make yourselves
available to strategically place your bikes among the crowd so that all can hear the
CB radio chatter. If you can help in the GWRRA Store (formerly known as the Goody
Booth), please do so.
Here is another thing to plan for: The October Region H Ride-In. Check out the info
at the end of this newsletter. Steve and Billie Fleming are doing an awesome job
putting this ride together. There will be no registration fees. There will be 50/50
tickets sales but hey, that’s just natural. There will be door prizes, splendid scenery,
good food and wonderful fellowship. Make your reservations now!
We are looking forward to seeing you all soon!
Reba and Jim
Region Director
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REGION H Website
http://www.gwrra-h.org

Region “H” Team
Jim & Reba Berry
Region “H” Director
Region "H"Newsletter
Editors
318-348-1275
Monroe, Louisiana
Steve & Billie Fleming
Region "H" Assistant Director
832-630-2038
Houston, TX
Ricky & Karen Frazier
Region "H" Educators
Region "H" MFA
Coordinators
281-615-1365
Porter, TX
Jack Wagner
Region "H" Trainer
405-359-7892
Edmond, OK

Ruby Seale
903-767-1022
Region "H" Vendor Coordinator
Pittsburg, TX

Ed & Ann Nahl
405-321-6467
Region "H" Treasurer
Region "H" Chapter of the Year
Coordinator
Norman, OK
Mike and Becky Stevenson
Region Motorist Awareness
Destrehan, LA
985-725-1475
mad@gwrra-h.org
Steve and Carolyn Cotton
918-245-7111
2015 - 2016 Region H Couple of
the Year
Sand Springs, OK
Ricky and Karen Frazier
Region Medic First Aid Coord.
281‐615‐4386
mfa@gwrra‐h.org
Porter, TX
Steve & Billie Fleming
832-630-2038
Region "H" Member
Enhancement Coordinators
Couple of the Year Coordinators
Pins and Patches
Houston, TX

Friends for Fun, Safety and Knowledge
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By the Book
By: Jack Wagner

Region H Trainer
“By the Book” articles are intended to help familiarize GWRRA
Volunteer Leaders and Members with the policies, procedures,
and information contained in the GWRRA Officer’s Handbook (OHB).
A copy of the Officer's Handbook can be found at the following
Internet website: www.gwrra.org/oconnect/officerhandbook.html
Please feel free to reprint these articles in Region, District, or Chapter newsletters.

THE IDEALS OF GWRRA
The most important ingredient for a successful Association is the Member. Where
do we find them and how do we make these people interested enough to want to
become one of us? Before anyone can be successful in “selling” GWRRA, they
must first sit for a moment and determine the reason they joined. Each of us had
our own reasons – it may have been the emphasis on keeping each other safe
when riding, the 'G-rated' family atmosphere of our events or that we know the
best places for food and desserts. In most cases the motorcycles brought us
together and its the relationships and ideals of GWRRA that keep us together.
Let's take a closer look at these ideals:
PROMOTE SAFETY - This will help us continue to enjoy our hobby. We can also
enjoy the fact that we are doing something to protect others by teaching them safe
riding practices. We are saving lives!
PROMOTE FRIENDSHIP - Among ALL of the motorcycling public. What better way
to enjoy our way of life than to make friends and share with them?
PROMOTE THE POSITIVE IMAGE OF THE MOTORCYCLE RIDER - We must always
keep “our best foot forward”.
PROMOTE FUN - This is the glue that holds it all together!
PROVIDE A MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE - GWRRA will provide a money-back
guarantee to any Member that is of the opinion the Association has failed to live up
to their expectations.

It really does boil down to Friends for fun, safety and knowledge, and we back that
up with a money back guarantee!

The more you know, the better it gets!
Jack Wagner
GWRRA Deputy Director
Region H Trainer
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Event

Details

Bi State Rally
Michigan Rally
CO Convention
KY District
NE / SD District Rally
Regional Rally J
WY District Rally
District Rally
NC District
CA District Rally
IA District Rally
OK District Rally
VA District
MS District Rally
Regional Rally
AZ District Convention
Region N Winter Event
WA District Rally
Townsend, WA

NY & NJ (Regional COY Sel.)

August 2016

27th Winging the Rockies Conv.
COY / IOY Selection
Wing in The Rockies
COY / IOY Selection

COY / IOY Selection

Region 'A' Steel Pony Rally
COY Selection
TBD

Date

Location

Aug 4 - 6
Swedesboro, NJ
Aug 5 - 6
Evart, MI
Aug 11 - 13
Montrose, Co
Aug 18 - 20
Cave City, KY
Aug 25 - 27
Wall Drug, SD
Aug 26 - 28
Red Deer, AB Canada
Aug 29 - 30 "Welcome to Wing Ding" WI
Sep 16 - 17
Wisconsin Dells, WI
Sep 22 - 24
Cherokee, NC
Sep 23 - 25
Bakersfield. CA
Sep 25 – 26
Dubuque, IA
Sep 29 - Oct 1
Muscogee, OK
Oct 6 – 8
Roanoke, VA
Oct 13 - 15
Gulfport, MS
Oct 27 – 2
Eufaula, AL
Oct 28 – 30
Havasu City, AZ
Nov 4 - 6
Port
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EMAIL FROM THE DIRECTORS OF GWRRA
Subject: Can you keep a secret?
Well, DON'T! Please help me spread the news! Wing Ding in Billings, Montana could be
the largest Wing Ding ever! As of this week, our registrations already received are the
second highest ever! We have added more rooms at discounted rates as well.
The old saying is "The more the merrier." This is really true at Wing Ding. We will all
have the opportunity to see even more of our friends and extended family from around
the country There will be more surprises and special activities centered around having
FUN with our Members. The daily and the final cash drawings will all be huge too.
So please let everyone know they need to get signed up right away so that they will not
miss out on all the FUN in Billings. When you plan your trip to this scenic part of the
country, be sure and leave enough time so that you can travel through Yellowstone,
Grand Tetons, Wolf Creek Pass and many more. It has been said that many of these
nearby destinations are among the most popular motorcycle and trike trips in the U.S.
You will be surrounded by the grandeur of these incredible sights in all directions.
Sandi and I are so excited about this news and want to thank each of you who have
already registered. If you haven't had a chance to do so, here is the link, http://wingding.org/attend.html . It only takes about 3 minutes to set up a vacation of a lifetime! We
look forward to seeing you all at Billings!
Thanks,
Ray & Sandi Garris
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Chief Executive Officer/ Chairman Of the Board/ Founder Paul Hildebrand
PaulH@gwrra.org
Chief Operating Officer Melissa Eason MAEason@gwrra.org
Marketing Director Ed Price Eprice@gwrra.org
Director Ray and Sandi Garris director@gwrra.org
Rider Education Director Bob & Althea Berry
Leadership Training Director Joe Price
Member Enhancement Director Larry & Penny Anthony
Wing World Editor Anita Stientra editorinchief@wingworldeditor.org
Deputy Directors [Overseas].Dan Sanderovich
Deputy Directors (Regions A &N) Bob & Nancy Shrader
Deputy Directors (Regions B, E & L) Bruce & Barb Beeman
Deputy Directors (Regions D, H, K) Jack Wagner
Deputy Directors ( Regions F,I & J) Mike & Lynn Briggs
GWRRA Website www.gwrra.org

Rally 'Round the Region Returns
Once again we will be offering a chance to win free registration to
every District rally in 2016 plus the 2016 Region event. Just attend all
5 District rallies plus the Region rally in 2015 to be eligible.
Congratulations to the winners of free 2015 registrations
- John & Sarah Hoogendoorn from Oklahoma Chapter K

Please send the flyers for your events so they can be included
in our monthly newsletters!!
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Oklahoma District Rally
September 29 – October 1, 2016
Muskogee Civic Center
425 Boston Street
Muskogee, OK 74401

Host Hotels
Best Western
2701 Military Blvd
Muskogee OK 74401
918-910-5060
$85.00/night

Quality Inn
3031 Military Blvd
Muskogee, OK 74402
918-687-9000
$70.99/night

For more information visit www.gwrraokla.org or contact
Oklahoma District Director Johnie Fredman at
gwrraok@gmail.com or 405-397-3850.
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Support Our Sponsors'
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